
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

RAFOC REMINISCENCES AND RAMBLINGS - WEEK 70 – 6th AUGUST 
2021 

 

GREETINGS: 
 

Day 498, and here we are with the 70th issue of Ramblings – who would have thought it? More 
Alice in Wonderland as SA Post Office plans to block all courier deliveries under 1kg – come 
again?  Thought they had successfully stopped delivering anything but AARTO notices... Another 
fuel price hike and additional levy...and another deafening silence on the consequences for the 
ringleaders of the criminal arson, looting and robbery in KZN... except for the Indian residents of 
Phoenix, who kept their heads while all around were losing theirs – and are now blaming them... 
Eskom says Medupi is finally complete – but where are the megawatts? 
Havoc wreaked on whole sectors of the UK economy by the pingdemic of NHS app alerts telling 
even fully vaccinated people to stay at home... Scientists warn of risks in lifting restrictions for 
vaccinated arrivals... BoJo and Carrie expecting a “Rainbow Baby”... PM faces rebellion over 
hunger and poverty in home counties... Record number of Londoners flee the capital... A Grade-II 
listed medieval church in Hertfordshire has been desecrated and vandalised in a horrific attack... 
‘Highly likely’ Iran responsible for oil tanker attack, says Dominic Raab... Britain's Middle East 
minister summoned the Iranian ambassador on Monday.... Harry Kane missing in action... Lewis 
Hamilton fears he has long Covid after Hungarian GP exhaustion... The Duchess of Sussex has 
launched a Nelson Mandela inspired project to mark her 40th birthday... Oh My!   
Germany is set for mediocrity after Merkel... Russia's new space station module glitched, pushing 
the entire ISS out of position... ISS: The Arab Spring struggle is far from over...Iranian 
brinkmanship - piracy in the Gulf... Devastating wildfires hit southern Europe... People over six feet 
tall face are more than twice as likely to be diagnosed with the Corona virus, the results of a new 
survey reveal (Fox News 29 July)... Thailand has ordered the island of Phuket to be completely 
sealed off from the rest of the country (Just in case you were contemplating a getaway...) 
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TEAM TEMPEST: 
 

  
 

The Ministry of Defence has signed a £250 million contract with British industry ‘Team Tempest’ 
partners, driving forward the next phase of the major national and international endeavour to 
develop the next generation of RAF combat air, the Defence Secretary has today announced. 
Known as Tempest, the Future Combat Air System is expected to combine a core aircraft with a 
whole network of capabilities such as uncrewed aircraft and advanced data systems to form a 
next-generation mix designed to enter service with the RAF from the mid-2030s. 
Marking the formal start of the programme’s Concept and Assessment phase, the contract is worth 
an initial £250 million and is planned to grow further.  The investment forms part of more than £2 
billion worth of UK Government spending on the project over the next four years, as announced in 
the recent Defence Command Paper. 
The contract has been signed with BAE Systems, one of the four founding members of ‘Team 
Tempest’, which also includes partners Leonardo UK, Rolls Royce and MBDA UK.  Around 800 of 
the 2,000 jobs supported by the contract are based in the North of England, across sites in 
Warton, Samlesbury and Brough.  BAE Systems has flowed collaborative support contracts 
directly with the core ‘Team Tempest’ partners Leonardo UK, Rolls-Royce and MBDA.  As a result, 
further jobs supported by the programme are also spread across areas including Edinburgh, Luton, 
Stevenage and Bristol. The Future Combat Air System is supported by the £24 billion uplift in 
defence spending, announced by the Prime Minister last year.  This partnership between the 
Ministry of Defence and industry, also forms an integral part of the Ministry of Defences' recently 
published Defence, Security and Industrial Strategy. (RAF News) 
 
TITAN SALVAGE: 
 

 

RAF Regiment Gunners currently deployed on the 
NATO enhanced Air Policing mission in Romania 
have completed downed NATO pilot rescue drills as 
part of a Joint Personnel Recovery exercise with US 
Army Black Hawk helicopters. 
The exercise known as Exercise Titan Salvage saw 
regular and reserve RAF Regiment Gunners from 
across the 121 Expeditionary Air Wing Force 
Protection detachment deploy aboard US Army Black 
Hawks to carry out the simulated extraction of NATO 
aircrew that require rescue. 
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The mission was to deploy, find, and then rescue the downed US and UK isolated 
personnel in a simulated hostile area.  As the designated Ground Extraction Force trained and 
ready to conduct the mission, the RAF Regiment Gunners were tested against the 5 phases of 
Joint Personnel Recovery: Report, Locate, Support, Recover and Re-integrate. During the 
exercise top cover was provided by overflying RAF Typhoons, conducting Close Air Support and 
the designated Air Recovery was provided by two UH-60 Black Hawks from the US Army’s 3rd 
Battalion, 1st Combat Aviation Brigade. The RAF Regiment Gunners section included a 
RAF paramedic to treat any casualties and a US Army Joint Terminal Attack Controller to direct 
the air movements from the ground.  This included the RAF Typhoons from 121 Expeditionary Air 
Wing Force that provided the Close Air Support and conducted several low-level shows of force to 
deter any opportunistic enemy forces. (RAF News) 
 

“LUFTRAFFE” 
 

Anglo-German fighter operations could soon be a reality following Nato Air Policing integration 
training in Romania. The deployment saw Eurofighters from the Luftwaffe’s Tactical Air Wing 71 
‘Richthofen’ and Typhoons from 121 Expeditionary Air Wing conduct the first live armed Quick 
Reaction Alert training scrambles and intercepts. For nearly three weeks, 40 German military 
personnel have been embedded with the 180-strong RAF unit operating from Mihail Kogălniceanu 
Air Base in Romania in preparation to fight and exercise as a fully integrated force in the future. 
Deputy Commander Operations Air Marshal Gerry Mayhew said: “On the 60th year of Nato Quick 
Reaction Alert this joint deployment reinforces the commitment of both the RAF and the Luftwaffe 
to achieving a joint Nato Air Policing mission. “The next step will be the signing of a Common 
Declaration on UK and German Eurofighter/ Typhoon interoperability, which the Air Chiefs look 
forward to signing when they next meet; this important document will facilitate future combined 
exercises and operations between our nations.” Both Air Forces regularly exercise together but 
presently carry out independent Nato Air Policing missions. Combined operational training 
deployments have previously taken place in Lithuania and Estonia, in 2020. Commanding Officer 
of 121 EAW Wg Cdr Stephen Lamping said: “We have demonstrated a high degree of 
interoperability, both on the ground and in the air, as we continue to work towards a future 
deployment that will have UK and German personnel fully integrated.” 
 
PRINCE CHARMING:                                                                                                                

 
 
MEDALS AWARDED to RAF ace Group Captain Peter Townsend, known for his romance with 
Princess Margaret, have sold for £260,000, their top estimated price, at auction in London. The 11 
medals, including a CVO, DSO, DFC and Second Award Bar were sold to a private collector with 
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Townsend’s original flying log books covering his whole operational career. Mark Quayle, 
medal specialist from auctioneers Dix Noonan Webb, said: “We had hoped this iconic group of 
medals was going to achieve this spectacular result, if only as a reflection of Gp Capt Townsend’s 
glittering service career as a Battle of Britain fighter ace – one of The Few – and his story 
combined with a tale of royal love and heartbreak provided the ultimate human interest story that 
appeals to all collectors.” In February 1940, Townsend became the first pilot to bring down an 
enemy aircraft on English soil. He later commanded 85 Squadron from May 1940 until June 1941, 
when he completed more than 300 operational sorties, and destroyed at least 11 enemy aircraft. 
He was appointed Equerry to George VI in 1944, and Comptroller to the Queen Mother’s 
Household in 1953. Townsend sold his medals at auction in 1988 and donated the proceeds of 
GBP 260 000 to a charitable fund set up to help children. (RAF News) 
 
SOBERING SITUATION: 
 

South Africa's latest lockdown booze ban came at a cost of R7.6 billion, says market research 
company NielsenIQ, and drinking habits have been disrupted, with beer taking a particular knock. 
The company compiled its estimate, in a report called "Recovering from a Sobering Situation" 
using data from grocery stores, "semi-wholesalers" and re-distributors, and licensed bars and 
taverns. It did not include restaurants and hotels. The lockdown alcohol bans pushed the SA liquor 
industry into uncharted territory, says NielsenIQ, with lasting effects. People are not necessarily 
reverting to their old behaviours once prohibition lifts. "The reality is a changed consumer and 
changed in-store shopping patterns," said NielsenIQ SSA Commercial Director Ged Nooy in a 
statement. After the first lockdown booze ban, the company found, sales bounced back at first, 
then declined again. The same happened after the second ban too, so that by the end of 2020, 
year-on-year liquor sales were down 36%. Beer in particular was hit hard; people simply didn’t 
have the money to go drinking in taverns, says NielsenIQ. That saw the beer market shrink by a 
third. Box wine – often cheap and easy to store – did well by comparison, the company says, as 
consumers sought better value for money while stocking up. (Business Insider) 
 
COUNTING THE COST: 
 

Approximately R20 million in cash could've been looted from ATMs in Gauteng and KwaZulu-Natal 
during the wave of unrest that swept over the provinces in mid-July. This estimate is by no means 
an exact account of the total losses incurred by banks due to the looting and destruction, warns 
the Banking Association South Africa (Basa). More than 1,400 ATMs across Gauteng and 
KwaZulu-Natal were vandalised during the unrest which left 337 people dead, many more injured, 
and thousands arrested for public violence. Close to 300 bank branches and post office outlets 
were also damaged, according to Basa. Hundreds of malls and thousands of shops were looted 
and damaged – some being burned to the ground – in riots which threatened the supply of food 
and fuel. The cost of the unrest is estimated to be anywhere between R35 billion and R50 billion. 
Banks were especially hard hit by the unrest. Branches in Gauteng and KwaZulu-Natal closed to 
protect clients and staff. ATMs, which were unscathed in the looting, were still not refilled for fear 
of attacks on cash-in-transit staff. In the wake of the deadly unrest, the banking sector, like most 
industries across the two provinces, is still counting its losses. "The damage [sustained to banking 
infrastructure] was quite extensive," Bongiwe Kunene, the managing director of Basa, said in a 
press briefing on Thursday morning. "We have 269 banks impacted and the damage has been 
assessed and we're working on restoring those branches… but we also have more than 1,400 
ATMs which were damaged, and the damage varies in terms of severity. So, I would say the banks 
were not spared the violence and impact of the unrest." The total amount of money looted from 
ATMs is, however, hard to accurately quantify at this point in time, said Kunene. "We haven't been 
able to add up the exact numbers of how much was in the ATMs that were looted [but] what we do 
know is that we're working with estimates which are close to R20 million. However, that's a rough 
estimate," Kunene told Business Insider South Africa. Much of this cash has been rendered 
worthless due to dye-stain technology which marks notes looted from ATMs. Retailers have been 
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warned to be especially vigilant of discoloured notes in the wake of the looting. Replacing a 
single ATM costs around R385, 000, and this excludes installation fees, according to Kunene. 
Although not all vandalised machines will need to be completely replaced, just 60 new ATMs – 4% 
of those identified as being vandalised – will cost more than the cash looted. (Business Insider) 
 
*************** 
 

OBITUARY: 
 

 
 
SQUADRON LEADER LAWRENCE SEYMOUR ‘BENNY’ GOODMAN RAF, who has died aged 
100, was one of the last two surviving Lancaster pilots of 617 (Dambuster) Squadron who attacked 
the German battleship Tirpitz. In the final weeks of the war he dropped the 22,000lb ‘Grand Slam’, 
the biggest bomb dropped by the RAF. He joined the RAF Volunteer Reserve in 1940 and began 
training as a pilot in June 1941. He trained in Canada and on an eventful passage back to Britain 
an escorting destroyer was sunk and Goodman’s ship was damaged. Goodman had completed his 
training as a bomber pilot in the summer of 1944 when he was posted in August to 617 Squadron 
based at Woodhall Spa in Lincolnshire. With its unique reputation as a special duties squadron 
manned by very experienced crews, it was unusual for a novice crew to be sent to 617. To gain 
experience, he flew his first raid on August 18 – an attack on the U-boat pens at La Pallice – with 
an experienced captain before he took his crew to Brest a few days later. On their fourth operation 
they attacked the Tirpitz. Attempts by RAF and Fleet Air Arm bombers to disable ‘The Beast’, as 
Churchill dubbed the battleship, had failed, as had gallant attempts by mini-submarines. In 
September 1944, Lancasters dropping the 12,000lb ‘Tallboy’ bomb had damaged Tirpitz, forcing it 
to move south to Tromso, inside the Arctic Circle, for repairs. This brought it in range of bombers 
taking off from northern Scotland. Drawn from Nos. 9 and 617 (Dambuster) Squadrons, 37 
Lancasters, led by Wing Commander ‘Willie’ Tait, took off on October 29, 1944. Cloud appeared 
as the bombers approached and the battleship put up a smokescreen. Goodman dropped his 
Tallboy into the smoke before turning for Lossiemouth. After the raid on the Tirpitz, Goodman flew 
on many notable operations; the majority involved dropping Barnes Wallis’s 12,000lb Tallboy deep 
penetration bomb using a precision bombsight. The bomb had an 11-second delay fuse to allow 
maximum penetration before exploding to create an ‘earthquake’ effect. At the end of December 
he attacked the E-Boat pens at Rotterdam and at Ijmuiden. After bombing the U-boat pens at 
Bergen in Norway on January 12, 1945, the squadron turned its attention to destroying the crucial 
viaducts that carried the railways being used by the Germans to bring reinforcements to the 
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frontline in the west. On February 22 Goodman dropped his Tallboy on the Bielefeld viaduct, a 
particularly difficult target. In March the squadron began receiving Barnes Wallis’s 22,000lb ‘Grand 
Slam’, the biggest non-nuclear air-dropped conventional weapon of the war. To carry this huge 
bomb the Lancasters had to be modified and this included a stronger undercarriage, removal of 
the front and mid-upper gun turrets, some armour plating and the bomb doors. As the specially 
modified bombers took off, observers on the ground saw the straight wings of the Lancaster flex in 
a graceful arc. On March 19 the target was the Arnsberg viaduct. Goodman was flying one of the 
six Lancasters carrying the Grand Slam. He was the third to drop his bomb and, as the raid 
departed, the viaduct was in ruins. Over the final weeks of the war, Goodman dropped more 
Tallboys. On April 25 he took off on his last operation, the attack on Hitler’s retreat at 
Berchtesgaden in Bavaria. Despite being hit by anti-aircraft fire, he dropped his Tallboy. Later, he 
commented: “We certainly made a mess of the Waffen SS barracks.” Goodman was loud in praise 
of his ground crew. He wrote: “Working out in all weathers, often on wind, snow and rainswept 
dispersals, they were always there to ensure the serviceability of our aircraft and to see us depart. 
They waited in uncertainty, eager to witness our return. For 365 days and nights they made it 
possible for us to do our job. All of us who flew knew their worth.” Goodman remained in the RAF 
and transferred to Transport Command flying the Stirling. He left the RAF in the summer of 1946 
and immediately joined the Auxiliary Air Force flying the latest mark of Spitfire with 604 (County of 
Middlesex) Squadron. He rejoined the RAF in September 1949 and over the next few years flew 
the Hastings transport aircraft. He later converted to the Canberra and was a flight commander on 
80 Squadron based in Germany. After a tour in the Air Ministry he left the RAF in 1964 to rejoin the 
family firm. He was an active member of the 617 Squadron Association and was in demand as a 
speaker raising funds for charitable causes, including the RAF Benevolent Fund. In 2017 the 
French Government awarded him the Légion d’Honneur (RAF News) 
 
************** 
 
ISS SPACE STATION SNAUKA’D: 
 

   
 
A new Russian space-station module malfunctioned after it docked to the station on Thursday. The 
module, called Nauka, starting unexpectedly firing its thrusters — which moved the entire station 
out of position. The long-awaited science module had already encountered several technical 
issues on its way to the ISS, but once it docked to the space station on Thursday morning, it 
seemed to be in the clear. But about three hours after its arrival Nauka began firing its thrusters, 
which rotated the station by 45 degrees. Space journalist Anatoly Zak was among the first to notice 
something had gone wrong. "Numerous particles are also seen outside the station indicating either 
major propellant leak or gas vent," Zak tweeted. In response to the glitch, NASA's flight controllers 
began firing thrusters on another part of the ISS, the service module, in what they called a "tug of 
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war" to get the station back onto its normal orbital path. Around an hour later, ISS flight 
controllers announced that Nauka's thrusters had finally stopped firing and the ISS had regained 
control of its positioning. (Business Insider) 
                                                                    

SA RUGBY TO THE DEFENCE: 
 

SA Rugby is set to defend itself and its director of rugby Rassie Erasmus against World Rugby's 
misconduct charges, Sport24 can exclusively reveal. According to a reliable, high-ranking source 
close to the matter inside South African rugby's controlling body, SA Rugby has consulted its 
internal judicial committee members to review World Rugby's case against them. On Monday, the 
global rugby governing body confirmed that Erasmus and SA Rugby would face an independent 
misconduct hearing for comments regarding the officiating in the first British & Irish Lions series 
game that took place two weeks ago. (News 24) 
 

CHEERS!   FOR TODAY: 
 

Now 498 days since the start of the great panicdemic, this is the seventieth weekly Newssheet - 
“Members News, Reminiscences and Ramblings” - items of Air Force interest, or greetings to the 
Club or any other happenings of interest that will help us all to keep in contact and entertained  
through the lockdown, until we are relieved! Thanks for the contributions! We’ll use them in 
successive editions... We’re all still hanging in there... 
Please continue to take care (and keep warm!) –Support where you can. Don’t spread alarm and 
despondency on social media – you may become the target of a showcase trial... Remember that 
all this, too, shall pass. Given the “brighter” Covid outlook we’ll be restarting informal lunches, 
Wanderers and other venues are open.... And with the Bokke victorious in a bruising Second Test 
against the British and Irish Lions, we have the third and final Test to look forward to this weekend! 
 
 
TAILPIECE: 
 

There was a young lady named Hall,  
Wore a newspaper dress to a ball, 
The paper caught fire, 
And burnt the entire, 
Front page, sporting section and all. 
(Via The Sherriff of Nottingham Road) 
 

Now this new song that I’ve been playing a lot... My neighbours liked it so much they threw a brick 
through my window to hear it better! 
 

“Technically, fuel prices never went up in the last 25 years. If you go to a garage and ask for fuel 
for R500, they always give you fuel for R500, people just like complaining” (Deputy Minister of 
Transport) 
 

“Here in Iraq it is customary for a woman to walk 5 paces behind her husband in public... But you 
have been observed walking 15 paces behind your wife! Can you tell me what has brought about 
this reversal of roles?” 
“Landmines...” 
 

“You have to appreciate a beer company that advises you not to take fat girls home”. (Comment 
on a pregnancy warning on European beer bottles and cans) 
 

Everyone who received the first smallpox vaccine in 1798 has died.... Makes you think... 
 

First of all it was “Alcohol kills Covid.” Then “Heat may kill Covid.” Now “Direct sunlight may kill 
Covid”. So, if you see me outside in my garden drunk, naked and lying in the sun, Mind your own 
business.... I’m conducting important medical experiments. 
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Two little old ladies were sitting on a park bench outside the local town hall where a flower show 
was in progress. The older one leaned over and said, ''Life is so boring. We never have any fun 
anymore. For £10 I'd take my clothes off and streak through that stupid, boring flower show!''  
''You're on!'' said the other old lady, holding up a £10 note. The first little old lady slowly fumbled 
her way out of her clothes and completely naked, streaked (as fast as an old lady can) through the 
front door of the flower show. Waiting outside, her friend soon heard a huge commotion inside the 
hall, followed by loud applause and shrill whistling. Finally, the smiling and naked old lady came 
through the exit door surrounded by a cheering, clapping crowd. ''What happened?'' asked her 
waiting friend. ''I won £1000 1st prize for 'Best Dried Arrangement.' 
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I LEARNT ABOUT FLYING FROM THAT:                                                                                       
 

On one particular day I was tasked to carry out an IRT (test) for Refresher Flight on a very 
experienced Squadron Leader QFI who was converting to the Bulldog, but who had many 
thousands of instructional hours on the Jet Provost, amounting to several times my total hours. I 
had not flown with him previously but with that solid background I anticipated that the sortie would 
be no problem for him. Refresher Flight certainly gave me no indication of any likely issues. We 
departed through a solid cloud base to conduct the required instrument approach at a nearby 
airfield before climbing up above the cloud to complete the necessary upper work. This was the 
only fun part of the IRT for the IRE as the rest just involved watching the student fly on instruments 
whilst maintaining a lookout if we were VMC. I would manoeuvre the aircraft into an unusual 
position with the student looking down, give him control and he would look up and recover back to 
straight and level flight. This part of the test went well and I then made the fatal error of instructing 
- which was to relax and enjoy myself because the student, who as I said, was vastly more 
experienced than me anyway, was doing ok. 
With the full panel recoveries completed to my satisfaction he was ready for the limited panel ones 
but as I have already stated I wasn’t going to let him know this. In order to topple the artificial 
horizon, all that was required was a pull-up into a vertical roll, stall turn out then, with its gyro no 
longer aligned to the horizontal, I put the aircraft into a descending turn with around 30° angle-of-
bank. I gave the student control and he promptly levelled the wings and put the nose on the 
horizon using the artificial horizon. But now it was in a 60° opposite turn with a steeper nose 
attitude and with the speed increasing. At this point he should have transferred his attention to the 
turn and slip, rolled to put the needle vertical and pitch to stop the altimeter unwinding…. but he 
didn’t. The nose dropped further and the speed increased, ‘he’s about to recover’, I thought, ‘he’s a 
very experienced QFI…’ Then finally the penny dropped, we were descending rapidly with the 
speed fast approaching VNE and the cloud tops getting close. I was about to go IMC with an 
artificial horizon that I’d just toppled, about to be in a real limited panel UP of my own making. I 
took control, closed the throttle, levelled the wings and pulled hard, narrowly avoiding the cloud. As 
we climbed away and I found the time to draw breath I asked him why he hadn’t recovered or said 
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something, to which he said, ‘I’d completely lost it and was waiting for you to take control!’ 
Feeling somewhat chastened I decided that he would benefit more from a re-teach of limited panel 
recoveries after which we returned to base, leaving the IRT for another day which I made sure 
Refresher Flight carried out. 
What did I learn on that flight? Well, things normally go wrong just after you’ve relaxed your 
attention because the student is apparently doing well. 
Previous experience for any student is no guarantee of current performance, especially if it’s on a 
different aircraft type. 
I might have thought that my transition to limited panel flight was clever and more realistic, but I 
should have considered the prevailing conditions when doing it. Had I perhaps been a little less 
keen to demonstrate my innovative ability despite my relative lack of experience I might have been 
a bit more flexible and not chosen to deliberately topple the artificial horizon on a day where there 
was a possibility of going IMC. (Flt Lt Phil Mobbs RAF Retd in Air Clues) 
 


