
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

RAFOC REMINISCENCES AND RAMBLINGS - WEEK 68 – 23rd JULY 2021 
 
GREETINGS: 
 

Day 484...What a week last week was... KZN on fire... anarchy and ineptitude... Bricks, mortar and 
mealie meal - not more words: poor people say that they no longer trust the words and promises of 
politicians, including the President. So – it’s going to be “A Hobbled Recovery” from Looting and 
Destruction without Big Reform. Good news of record grain and citrus harvests, and requests for 
ports to operate 24 x 7 to move the export crops which are a major earner for the SA economy, but 
strangled by Transnet and Portnet  
What price Freedom? The start of a disturbing new normal.... “Freedom Day” farce amid calls to ease 
isolation rules last Monday was dubbed "Freedom Day" when Boris Johnson announced it would 
spell the end of all legal Covid restrictions. But it will be overshadowed by the so-called "pingdemic" 
And the Ping already starting to Pong... At the stroke of midnight, clubbers flocked to the first rule-
free live music events... GETT are asking that all riders and drivers continue to wear a mask for the 
duration of their journey..... Boris tossed away the carrot and firmly picked up the stick: Vaccine 
Passports required! Senior royals given little notice of Harry's “intimate and heartfelt memoir”... Oh 
well...  
SA may have been on fire this last week, but Europe suffered catastrophic floods due to exceptional 
rainfall... More than 150 dead as ‘catastrophe’ hits Germany and Belgium... Outbreaks of extreme 
weather were reported on four continents, as record floods and forest fires caused emergencies from 
the US and Russia to China and New Zealand. Dominic Raab has accused Brussels of trying to 
"undermine the UK's sovereignty" in Gibraltar with proposals to put in place Spanish border guards... 
fighting talk!  The great Pegasus Israeli spyware firm linked to fake Black Lives Matter and Amnesty 
websites.... and Emmanuel Macron and Cyril Ramaphosa identified in leaked Pegasus list of 
leaders... 
"I have ceased mask-wearing, forgotten social distancing and will mix freely in any venue. I want my 
life back, including sitting at the pub bar." Brian Foulkes, 73, Gorleston, Norfolk, “Gatvol.” 
On 20 July in 1969, man landed on the moon for the first time. Tempus Fugit! 52 years ago and still 
no peace on earth and goodwill to all men! (Via Gordon Dyne) 
 
The Global Air Chiefs Conference 2021: 
 

The Global Air Chiefs Conference 2021 was attended by leaders and key-speakers in air and space 
power, who gave presentations on how threats are fast-evolving and how the Armed Forces is 
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prepared and able to respond. During his opening speech, the Chief of the Air Staff, Air Chief 
Marshal Sir Michael Wigston, explained how Air and space power, "gives our Government the choice 
and ability to act and signal strategically on a global stage, at range, at speed, precisely, with minimal 
political risk and maximum political choice,” before several large topics of interest were 
discussed. These included the investment into the RAF's technology, creating a mix of drone piloted, 
remotely piloted, and autonomous platforms in the Future Combat Air System. 
 

 
                                                                                          
 
OPERATION TORAL:  

    
Operation Toral has been the UK’s contribution to NATO Resolute Support in Afghanistan since the 
end of UK combat operations in 2015.  The orderly and coordinated withdrawal of NATO 
Forces began on 1st May 2021, with the Prime Minister confirming that the UK has now withdrawn 
the majority of our personnel from the country. The Chief of the Air Staff, Air Chief Marshal Sir Mike 
Wigston, delivered an Afghanistan withdrawal message. 
Watch and listen: https://youtu.be/lYMaY-KR3lY  (RAF News) 
 

The Chief of the Air Staff then stated Space 
Defence, "underpins almost every aspect of life in the 
information Age, from food on our shelves to fuel in our 
tanks to the critical enabling of operations across all 
domains," with UK Space Command inaugurated on the 
first of April this year and the opening of the new Space 
Command headquarters at RAF High Wycombe shortly.   
Also announced was the combat cloud called NEXUS, soon 
to be introduced operationally. The speech later 
acknowledged the challenge of climate change, and how 
the RAFs pledge to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and 
become net-zero by 2040 will affect aircraft and 
practices. The Chief of the Air Staff emphasised that, "there 
can be no higher priority than ensuring we can continue to 
attract, recruit and sustain the highly skilled and diverse 
workforce we need from across every part of the UK 
population. Not only is this the right thing to do at a personal 
level, our future success as an Air Force depends on it." 
(RAF News) 
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SAAF STILL SERVING, SIR! 
 

 
 

An Oryx from the South African Air Force’s (SAAF’s) 15 Squadron was called out to the New 
Constant, an oil tanker 50 nautical miles off the coast of Durban on Sunday to evacuate an ill crew 
member. 
On the morning of 11 July, two National Sea Rescue Institute (NSRI) Durban rescue swimmers, two 
Netcare 911 rescue paramedics and SAAF flight crew departed Durban Air Force Base aboard the 
Oryx to rendezvous with the oil tanker to evacuate a 27 year old Filipino crewman suffering a medical 
complaint. 
The crews had been placed on alert by the MRCC (Maritime Rescue Coordination Centre) on 
Saturday after a WC Government Health EMS duty doctor evaluated the patient’s condition in 
communications with the ship’s medical crew and it was deemed necessary for the patient to be 
evacuated to hospital as soon as possible, the NSRI said. 
On arrival at the ship, in calm sea conditions, an NSRI rescue swimmer and the two Netcare 911 
rescue paramedics were hoisted onto the helicopter deck. 
The patient, in a stable condition, was secured into a vacuum mattress and specialised stretcher and 
hoisted into the helicopter with one of the rescue paramedics. The NSRI rescue swimmer and the 
remaining rescue paramedic were hoisted into the helicopter. 
The patient, in the care of the Netcare 911 rescue paramedics, was airlifted directly to a Durban 
hospital landing zone and then transported to a Durban hospital by Netcare 911 ambulance where he 
is receiving emergency medical care in hospital and he is expected to make a full recovery. 
The SA Air Force Board commended Air Force Base Durban, especially the involved aircrew from 15 
Squadron, which responded to the rescue call. 
 
************** 
OBITUARIES: 
 
GROUP CAPTAIN HAROLD “HARRY” WALMSLEY DFC* Croix de Guerre RAF, who has died 
aged 98, was one of the last surviving Spitfire aces of World War II. He joined the RAF in December 
1940 and was one of the first pilots to be trained in Rhodesia. He returned to Britain as a Sergeant 
Pilot and in September 1942 joined 611 (West Lancashire) Squadron to fly the Spitfire from Biggin 
Hill. The squadron provided escort for bomber squadrons attacking targets in Northern France.            
After 20 months of continuous operational flying he was rested in April and awarded the DFC. He 
spent time as a fighter instructor before returning to operations with 130 Squadron in October as a 
flight commander, when it was based in Normandy flying the Spitfire XIV on ground attack sorties in 
support of the advancing Allied armies. During the Ardennes offensive later in the month, he was 
assisting US forces when he was shot down by ‘friendly fire’. He baled out, landed in a tree and was 
rescued by Belgian forestry workers who helped him reach US lines. He was wearing a khaki 
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battledress (RAF blue was too similar to the field grey uniforms of the Germans) and initially the 
Americans treated him with suspicion, but he eventually managed to convince them of his identity 
and return to his squadron. The bitter winter of 1944/45 cut down the squadron’s activities, but from 
March onwards it was involved in fierce dogfights with Focke Wulf 190s. He was appointed to 
command 350 (Belgian) Squadron and within days he accounted for two more FW 190s and on April 
26 he shared in the destruction of another. This was his 11th and final success, having probably 
destroyed another and damaged a further four. He was awarded a Bar to his DFC and the Belgian 
Government awarded him the Croix de Guerre. The citation for the award of his second DFC 
recorded his, “fine example of determination and devotion to duty.” After the war, Walmsley took 
command of 80 Squadron in Germany, flying the Tempest fighter. In November 1947 he became a 
flying instructor and in May 1948 was posted back to his first squadron, 611 Squadron, as the 
adjutant and flying instructor. Now part of the Royal Auxiliary Air Force flying Spitfires from Woodvale, 
near Southport, he was one of three regular officers on the squadron. A return to the Central Flying 
School as an instructor was soon followed by his appointment as the Chief Flying Instructor at 4 FTS, 
based in Rhodesia. After attending Staff College, he converted to the Sabre and in April 1955 
assumed command of 67 Squadron at Wildenrath in Germany, remaining as the CO for two years. 
His next appointments were in the fighter role, first in charge of flying operations at RAF Tangmere 
near Chichester and then, as a Group Captain, he commanded the radar unit at RAF Boulmer in 
Northumberland, a key station in the chain of fighter control units that provided for the air defence of 
the UK. In 1965 he left for Singapore, responsible for plans during the Indonesian Confrontation 
campaign, before serving in the MoD on the Defence Policy Staff. After a period as the senior RAF 
instructor on the Senior Officers’ War Course at Greenwich, he retired from the RAF in 1971, when 
he moved to Waldringfield in Suffolk. He served on contract in Saudi Arabia and then with the 
Sultanate of Oman Air Force before retiring to indulge in his passion for sailing. (RAF News) 
 
 

   
 
 
Promotion, and another change of aircraft, this time to the Buccaneer, saw him take command of 
RAF Laarbruch on the Dutch-German border in late 1978, where he commanded two Buccaneer 
strike/attack squadrons, a Jaguar reconnaissance squadron, a RAF Regiment squadron of Rapier air 
defence missiles, and a large maintenance unit. He exercised a light touch as the Station 
Commander and allowed his executives to get on with their responsibilities without unnecessary 
interference, but lending support and advice when it was necessary. At the end of a very successful 
tour he was appointed CBE. After a tour in MoD he became the Commandant of the Central Flying 
School. He was made an ADC to HM The Queen from 1983 to 1985. In July 1985 he took up the post 

Air Marshal Sir Richard John “KIP” Kemball, KCB, CBE, 
DL RAF, who has died aged 82, a former fighter ground 
attack pilot, was the Chief of Staff and Deputy Commander-
in-Chief at the British Joint Force Headquarters during the 
First Gulf War. He joined the RAF as a National Service pilot 
in 1957 before receiving a permanent commission. After a 
tour as a flying instructor at Cranwell, he flew Hunters with 8 
Squadron at Khormaksar, Aden, when he led 43 operational 
missions in support of ground forces engaged with the 
dissident tribesmen, near the border with Yemen. He went 
on to fill an exchange post with the USAF in Arizona, where 
he was an instructor pilot on the Phantom. As one of the few 
RAF pilots qualified and experienced on the US fighter, he 
was an original member of the newly formed RAF 
conversion unit when the Phantom entered RAF service at 
Coningsby in 1968. During this tour, he became the first 
RAF pilot to log 1,000 hours of flight time on the aircraft. He 
later converted to the Jaguar ground attack aircraft and took 
command of 54 Squadron based in Norfolk.                                                                                                                      
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of Commander British Forces Falkland Islands. During his year in office he was an ex-officio 
member of the Island’s Executive and Legislative Councils. In March 1987 he was appointed as 
Assistant Chief of the Defence Staff (Intelligence). Following reorganisation in March 1988 he 
became Director General of Intelligence (Rest of the World), which included all countries except 
those in the Warsaw Pact. He also acted as deputy to the Chief of Defence Intelligence at a time 
when the world order was changing dramatically following the fall of the Berlin Wall and collapse of 
the Warsaw Pact. In November 1989 he was appointed to HQ Strike Command. He had been serving 
for nine months as the Deputy Commander-in-Chief at HQ Strike Command when Saddam Hussein 
invaded Kuwait in August 1990. His superior, Air Chief Marshal Sir Patrick Hine, was appointed the 
joint commander of all British forces, an appointment that necessitated much travel to the Gulf region 
and to the United States. In the frequent absences of his C-in-C, Kemball, as the chief of staff, was at 
the Primary War Headquarters (PWHQ) at High Wycombe, where he chaired the command group 
daily briefings, a crucial role during the build-up phase and then when operations commenced with 
the first air strikes on the night of January 17, 1991. In addition, he had to shoulder the routine, but 
essential, responsibility for maintaining the operational posture and readiness of the many forces of 
Strike Command not involved in the Iraq conflict. A large element of the RAF’s deployment to the Gulf 
region was drawn from RAF squadrons and units based in Germany and Kemball and his staff had to 
maintain a close liaison to coordinate deployments and reinforcements. With the overwhelming air 
contribution being provided, and controlled, by the USAF, the rules of engagement once operations 
commenced proved to be a difficult issue in some political circles giving rise to some tension. 
Kemball recognised this and took on the responsibility of resolving the matter in order that RAF 
forces could act in cooperation with other allied forces, and to provide the aircrews with clear 
procedures. Kemball’s calmness under pressure, and ability to absorb the many complex political and 
military issues, allowed him to focus on the essentials before making sound and carefully considered 
judgements. He was held in high regard by his Commander-in-Chief and by his Naval and Army 
colleagues. He retired from the RAF in April 1993 having been appointed KCB. From 1995 to 1998 
he was National President of the Royal Air Forces Association.  (RAF News) 
 
************** 
 

MOLLY ROSE FLYING SCHOLARSHIP: 
 

The true story of wartime pilot Molly Rose, one of World War II’s fearless ‘Spitfire Women’, has 
inspired a film, a book and now a flying scholarship for young women. Having gained her pilot’s 
licence when she was just 17, Molly joined the Air Transport Auxiliary (ATA) in September 1942 and 
went on to serve as an ‘ATA girl’ for three years, delivering 273 fighter aircraft from factories to RAF 
and Royal Navy stations. The daughter of David Marshall, founder of internationally renowned 
Marshall Aviation of Cambridge, she joined the family firm in 1937 as an apprentice engineer, 
working in the hangars and maintaining aircraft engines. Her busiest year was 1944 when she 
delivered 253 aircraft. She flew a further 94 the following year, including the Mustang, before leaving 
the ATA in May 1945 as a first officer having delivered 486 aircraft and flown 38 different types. She 
never flew again as a pilot. Molly died in October 2016, aged 95. Film producer, writer and partner at 
Aetheris Films, Paul Olavesen-Stabb is the man behind a feature film, now in development, based on 
Molly’s time as an ATA girl. He has adapted the screenplay into a book, Attagirls, to be published in 
August. Paul said: “The more that I researched the personalities of Molly and the other characters, 
and the more I wrote, the more I realised that this is an inspirational story to women and girls 
everywhere. “I focused not only on the challenges that the Attagirls faced as pilots, but also the 
challenges of being a woman in what was then the male-dominated world of the RAF. “This is a story 
about a person who experiences extreme personal tragedy but still ‘carries on’ through those 
challenges in a way that sets an example to us all. It is indeed a true story, albeit unbelievable.” 
Aetheris Publishing has created the Molly Rose Pilot Scholarship, an initiative to encourage young 
women to consider a career in aviation, particularly as a pilot. The scholarship awards a full Private 
Pilot’s Licence to an individual who has demonstrated an interest in flying as a career. The successful 
scholarship winner will obtain her flying training with the Marshall-owned Cambridge Aero Club, 
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founded in 1930 by Molly Rose’s brother Arthur (later Sir Arthur) Marshall. Go to: aetheris.co.uk 
for more details about the Molly Rose Pilot Scholarship. (RAF News) 
 
WHY ESKOM FAILED: A PARABLE: 
 

South Africa has experienced load-shedding since 2007 because the country failed to build new 
power stations to keep up with economic growth and replace ageing generation plants. 
Between 1961 and 1991, Eskom completed 14 new power stations with an installed capacity of 
35,804MW. Over the next 30 years, between 1991 and 2021, Eskom only completed one new power 
station, Majuba, with an installed capacity of 4,110MW. 
Construction of Medupi and Kusile, with a combined installed capacity of 9,564MW, began in 2007, 
but these power plants are still not fully operational. Design faults, corruption, and mismanagement 
delayed the completion of these important stations. Eskom’s new management is addressing these 
challenges, but it is taking much longer than expected. 
Deputy President David Mabuza said in September 2020 that load-shedding would be “sorted once 
the Medupi power plant is incorporated into the grid”. He also said the Medupi power station would be 
completed in 2020, while Kusile will be completed by 2023. 
Fast forward nine months and South Africa is still dogged by load-shedding, and Medupi is still not 
functioning optimally. The completion of Kusile has also been delayed again. Eskom has 
committed to completing the Kusile power station within the 2024/25 financial year – 18 years after 
construction began. The government’s lack of planning, and Eskom’s inability to complete Medupi 
and Kusile as initially planned, is costing the country dearly. 2020 was the worst year for load-
shedding South Africa has ever experienced despite lower demand because of the lockdown. 
This year started off even worse. Dr Jarrad Wright, the principal engineer at the Council for Scientific 
and Industrial Research (CSIR), warned that 2021 would be even worse for load-shedding than 2020. 
What many South Africans find frustrating is that the government was informed that they should take 
action to secure the country’s electricity supply. In 1998, the Department of Minerals and Energy 
said, “Eskom’s generation capacity surplus will be fully utilised by about 2007.” 
This warning was ignored and as predicted, South Africa ran out of energy in 2007 and had to 
implement load-shedding. (Businesstech) 
 
TAILPIECE: 
 

This message from cricket legend Mike Proctor - he was standing guard with a KZN community with 
a Slazenger cricket bat in hand…in his words, “I was standing with my bat in hand beside 3 guys 
(yesterday evening) who had proper  stuff... a Range Rover was making its way through blockade... 
just about to go through 2nd block he opened his window and called:                                             
“Proccie...  thought you were a bowler not a batsman. Very funny and it was Gary Teichmann!!!!” - In 
all this chaos there is still laughter... 
 

Did you know? By replacing your potato crisps with grapefruit as a snack, you can lose up to 90% of 
what little joy you still have left in your life... 
 

I woke up this morning determined to drink less, eat right and exercise… But that was 4 hours ago 
when I was younger and full of hope…. 
 

Victoria’s Secret has released a new bra, called the “England”… It features lots of support - But no 
cup… 
 

The good news is that I bent down and touched my toes today for the first time in 5 years…                        
The bad news is that I did it with my boobs… 
 

My wife and I had words, but I didn't get to use mine! 
 

Blessed are those who can give without remembering and take without forgetting. 
 

God made man before woman so as to give him time to think of an answer for her first question 
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Back in the old days at our favourite watering hole we used to tell jokes. But somehow it became a 
tad boring as it was always the same jokes told over and over again with a different twist… So we 
decided upon giving the jokes numbers instead of telling them. That way we had more time drinking 
Shumbas, rather than wasting time telling and listening…. And so it went on - Van said: “No. 7” and 
we had a good old guffaw - Schalk followed up on that one with “No. 17” and everyone burst into 
laughter and we all cheered. Then one night someone said “No. 37” and my mate Hennie just 
couldn’t stop laughing. I said to him “what’s up - it’s not that funny, really”… and he replied “Yeah 
maybe, but I’ve never heard it before!”  
 

Assailant suffers injury from fall… 
 

Orville Smith, a store manager for Best Buy in Augusta, Ga., told police he observed a male 
customer, later identified as Tyrone Jackson of Augusta, on surveillance cameras putting a laptop 
computer under his jacket. When confronted the man became irate, knocked down an employee, 
drew a knife and ran for the door.  Outside on the sidewalk were four Marines collecting toys for the 
Toys for Tots programme. Smith said the Marines stopped the man, but he stabbed one of the 
Marines, Cpl Phillip Duggan, in the back; the injury did not appear to be severe. After Police and an 
ambulance arrived at the scene Cpl. Duggan was transported for treatment. "The suspect was also 
transported to the local hospital with two broken arms, a broken ankle, a broken leg, several missing 
teeth, possible broken ribs, multiple contusions, assorted lacerations, a broken nose and a broken 
jaw....injuries he sustained when he slipped and fell off the curb after stabbing the Marine" according 
to a Police report. 
 
CHEERS!   FOR TODAY: 
 

Now 484 days since the start of the great panicdemic, this is the sixty-eighth weekly Newssheet - 
“Members News, Reminiscences and Ramblings” - items of Air Force interest, or greetings to the 
Club or any other happenings of interest (maybe the Ministers can tell us of their antics) that will help 
us all to keep in contact and entertained  through the lockdown, until we are relieved! Thanks for the 
contributions! We’re all hanging in there... 
Please continue to take care (and keep warm!) – last week brought unbelievable scenes of mayhem, 
looting and arson.  But law-abiding South Africans came out in force in self-defence and to protect 
property, and the retail distribution chains quickly took up the slack... Support where you can. Don’t 
spread alarm and despondency on social media – you may have to take a private jet to KZN to 
escape arrest... Remember that all this, too, shall pass. Given the gloomy Covid outlook we’ll have to 
keep informal lunches on hold for now and monitor further developments at Wanderers.... And we 
have the British and Irish Lions vs the Springboks Test to look forward to! 
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SAAF 100 MEMORABILIA: 
 

Although the SAAF Centenary Celebrations had perforce to be severely curtailed due to the 
pandemic, a number of memorabilia items are available from AFB Swartkop, as illustrated below with 
directions on how to purchase and collect, or have the items delivered, conveniently, to a Pep Store 
near you. 
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SAA, YOU’VE FINALLY DONE IT.  SIXTEEN MONTHS AFTER PAYING US LAST AND TWENTY 
SIX YEARS SINCE HIRING ME, YOU’VE FINALLY PULLED THE PLUG AND RETRENCHED US 

ALL. IT’S A SAD DAY INDEED. 
 

My sadness transcends the beautiful machines I’ve had the privilege of flying or the wide world SAA 
allowed me to play in. My heart is filled with sadness at the loss of friendships and our camaraderie 
as South African Airways Pilots - a select band of brothers and sisters. Not all house friends, but the 
kind I would welcome into my home anytime. 
 

Aviators from every walk of life, from the Head of the AWB Airwing to ANC exiles, the SAAF War 
Hero's to the Cadets from far flung rural villages, from the naughty to the God fearing, from the 
Casanovas to the moms with kids at home. It sounds so cliche but our diversity was truly our strength 
- with varying skills and experience levels but every last one with a common love of flying and for our 
company.  
 

Who can forget the excitement of opening our rosters on the 16th of every month, having to literally 
suck a lemon to get the smile off our faces while preparing for work - whistling while walking to our 
cars ? 
 

Whether on the jumpseats to Jozi, in the corridors at work, at the sign-on counter at Dispatch, at the 
door on a crew change in Accra, in the hotel lobbies or even bumping into each other on the streets 
of Hong Kong, New York or Frankfurt and London, every interaction inevitably involved a quick 
whinge about management, some humorous stories about our colleagues or a belly laugh about the 
shenanigans on a recent trip.  
 

Friendships cemented over hours and hours in near darkness, crossing continents and oceans. 
Every one with a flying story to learn from. Generally avoiding politics and religion we explored each 
others passions, loves, losses, adventures, crazy business ideas, families and dreams. More often 
than not while devising a mean plan of action involving exploring at our destination interrupted by 
some serious eating and drinking at our favourite haunts. From the wild parties to the quiet meals or 
even the solo exploring, every trip an adventure, every single time. 
 

This last year and a half has been testing for all of us. Many will give up flying and for the rest it’ll take 
a few years to return to the flight deck, under completely different circumstances I’m sure? Hang in 
there my friends, this crazy world will eventually right itself. 
 

To JZ, Dudu and your cronies, the toxic mix of your greed and incompetency destroyed a once proud 
eighty seven year old company. You should be riddled with guilt but, as most of the country have 
discovered, you have no shame. 
 

Enriching yourselves you’ve sewn a trail of destruction in your wake. Thousands of good hardworking 
and loyal workers lives have been upended. For the suffering you’ve caused you all deserve a 
special kind of pain. May you rot in hell. 
 

To those of you who are entrusted to carry on the legacy in Version 2, I wish you well. May you prove 
the naysayers wrong. Fly the flag and fly it safely. 
 

Lastly, to all my colleagues and friends, I thank you for the fun and the laughter. Every last one of you 
has left an indelible mark and I will cherish our memories forever.  
 

May you all find happiness beyond SAA. I will miss you all dearly. 
 

Godspeed my friends. 
 

Phil Parsons. 
 
We nearly added this to the “obituaries” but in due deference to those who deserve to be there, it was decided to 
add this as an annexure: 
 


